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Old Fort Western to Mark 100 Years as Museum

I

n 2020 — or 2021, depending on your pandemic timeline
— Maine celebrated its bicentennial of statehood. Now in
2022, Kennebec County and more specifically, Augusta,
are noting the 100th anniversary of the Old Fort Western
Living History Museum as a public entity and attraction.
Activities planned to mark this milestone include an
August 20 tavern night at which participants will be able
to purchase a tankard containing a Colonial-type beverage.
Also, a shallop — a low-slung rowboat used by Augusta’s early
Old Fort Western stands on the east bank of the Kennebec settlers — will be brought up from Plymouth, Massachusetts,
River in Augusta. The garrison house in the middle dates and put on display at the fort, which is a National Historic
to the fort’s founding in 1754. The other structures are Landmark.
re-creations.
Other events include:
Postcard in KHS collection
• Mother’s Day activities commemorating Augusta
midwife Martha Ballard, whose 1785-1812 diary chronicled day-to-day life in a rural New England setting;
• Fundraising events on Memorial Day;
• Father’s Day events on the river from Pownalborough (today’s Dresden) to Old Fort Western to Fort Halifax, in
conjunction with Winslow’s Halifax Days; and
• A Fourth of July cannonade using vintage guns, at which the city of Hallowell’s 18th-century copy of the Declaration
of Independence will be on display.
Continued on page 3
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Board Authorizes Establishment of KHS Endowment

he Kennebec Historical Society’s board of directors voted unanimously February 10 to set up an endowment fund
managed by Kennebec Savings Bank and to deposit $100,000 into it.
The KHS Finance Committee is expected to carry out that task in the next few months and to draft a policy for
the board’s consideration describing how the fund is to be administered.
The money to be deposited includes $30,051 from a Raymond James investment banking company fund stocked with
KHS life members’ membership dues; $21,621 that was donated to the society January 4 as the residual balance of a nowdefunct nonprofit group that tried to develop a Franco-American heritage center at Augusta’s Mill Park (see story on page
6); and the rest from the society’s savings account, the balance of which hasn’t been touched for several years.
The society developed the investment plan under the guidance of member Mike Seitzinger, of Augusta, who has
helped several other nonprofits in Kennebec County to do the same thing.
The money invested in the Raymond James account has been designated for several years as a source of income for the
society’s operating expenses. Current policy allows, but does not require, the withdrawal of up to 5 percent of the account’s
balance each year to cover society expenses; however, that account also has not been tapped for several years. Once
invested at Kennebec Savings, that money would be subject to the same restriction. The rest of the $100,000 investment
would be subject only to the conditions of whatever policy the board approves later this year.
The society’s $4.85 million capital campaign – suspended for now, but expected to be launched in some form eventually
– foresees raising about $2 million for an income-generating endowment. Some of the money to be deposited in the initial
$100,000 investment is likely to form the start of that capital campaign goal.
Setting aside the investment capital is not expected to affect the society’s day-to-day solvency. KHS policy requires
that the society keep enough cash available to cover three months’ worth of operating expenses, and the investment fund
deposit will leave nearly three times that amount in the society’s bank accounts, according to Scott Wood, the society’s
executive director.
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President’s Message

E

ven in the midst of Maine’s winter, with the sidewalks coated
in ice and the sky often gray, the members and volunteers at
KHS are full of positive energy and new ideas for moving the
society forward.
As you’ll read about more in detail throughout this newsletter,
the KHS board of directors took a key step forward in helping secure
the future for KHS when it voted to establish an endowment fund.
Specifics of the fund are still to be worked out, so keep an eye out for
further news on that front in the months to come.
The Carriage House Committee continues to take steps toward
an expansion of KHS’s archive space, and the need for this expansion becomes ever more
apparent with every new collection item that comes in. Whether documents, photos, or 3-D
items, having a safe, appropriate archival space to store our collections is key to our mission
of preserving Kennebec County history.
Volunteers have been working diligently to reorganize KHS’s manuscript collection,
moving it from a subject-based method to a chronological one. Doing so has been a timeconsuming but worthwhile effort that has helped create more space in the archive. It’s
also been a great opportunity to look through some of the items in that collection. Our
archive truly has a vast range of items and documents, valuable to history hobbyists, serious
researchers, genealogists, and anyone with a passing interest in local and Maine history.
We continue to have success with our programs, including our virtual presentations
this winter, and look forward to gathering in person once again in April to learn about a
historical topic. I hope to see you there!
If you’re reading this, you are likely already a member of KHS, and we thank you for
your support. If you know of other history enthusiasts or have friends or relatives who are
interested in Kennebec County’s history and heritage, please do let them know about the
Kennebec Historical Society and how they can become a member. You can also purchase gift
memberships. Growing our membership is critical for the continued success of the society.
Though we are located in Augusta, our collections encompass items from throughout
Kennebec County, and we welcome members from anywhere at all, in Maine or not.
Again, thank you for your support of KHS and our work, and please reach out if you would
like to become further involved or have any questions about the goings-on at the society.
— Jamie Logan, president

KHS Welcomes the Following New Members
Merit & Sally Bean — Madrid Township
Robert Bennett — South China
Nick Bucci — South Gardiner
Barbara Mangin — Winthrop
John Melendez-Barden — Augusta
Mark Nickerson — Augusta

and continues to recognize ...
Sustaining Business Members
($1,000+ annual)

Sponsoring Business Members
($500+ annual)

G & E Roofing
Kennebec Savings Bank
Meadow Park Development

J. S. McCarthy Printing
O’Connor GMC

KHS Board of Directors
President
Jamie Logan
Executive Vice President
Kent London
Treasurer
Mark Laney
Secretary
Stefanie Barley
Directors
Robert Bennett
Amelia Clukey
Anne Cough
Rich Eastman
Joan Lancaster
John Lawrence
Billy Noble
Joseph O’Donnell
Joseph Owen
Emily Schroeder
Executive Director
Scott Wood
Advisory Committee
Thomas Johnson
Mark Johnston
John O’Connor
Earle G. Shettleworth Jr.
William Sprague Jr.
Newsletter Staff
Rich Eastman/editor
Sally Joy/adviser
Membership Secretary
Joan Lancaster
Total membership:
640 on February 15
Life members: 220
The Kennebec Current
encourages letters to the editor.
Email letters to
kennhis1891@gmail.com.
All letters are subject to editing
for taste, style, and length.
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Old Fort Western to Mark 100 Years as Museum

Continued from page 1

The city of Augusta took the then-dilapidated fort in 1919 by eminent domain and deeded it to local father-and-son
publishing entrepreneurs William H. Gannett and Guy P. Gannett. After extensive renovations that included building
blockhouse replicas and restoring the stockade fencing, the Gannetts gave the reborn edifice on the east bank of the
Kennebec River back to the city, according to the city’s website. It opened as a museum on July 4, 1922.
The historic space has a varied past, dating to the period before the American Revolution. As was true of many of
English colonies in North America, habitation and commerce in Massachusetts – of which Maine then was a part – moved
inland and upstream from the Atlantic. Starting with the early settlement at Popham at the mouth of the Kennebec River,
colonists began interacting and trading with native Americans, planting and harvesting crops from the new soil, and
reaping profits from local products such as lumber and animal pelts. Gradually those activities proceeded up the rivers, so
the need for further settlements, and thus defenses, increased.
The original Fort Western was built in 1754 on its present location on the eastern shore of the Kennebec River, two
years before the onset of the Seven Years’ War — or as it was more widely known here in the New World, the French
and Indian War, so named for the enemies of the British at that time. The site was chosen because it was the end point
of navigation for ships sailing up the river from the Atlantic Ocean. Those vessels were bringing supplies and passengers
from the English Colonial center of Boston. In turn, much of the cargo was taken overland up the river to replenish
Fort Halifax at Winslow. The original Augusta post featured a two-story main structure, a store and warehouse, and
blockhouses and watchtowers on corners of the log wall, or palisade, that surrounded everything.
The first garrison was a 17-man detachment from Massachusetts commanded by Capt. James Howard, who was a
direct ancestor of the Gannetts.
Protected by cannons that fired 4-pound projectiles, the fort’s occupants took care of mostly everyday duties such as
preparing food and drink and gathering firewood. Though Fort Western was not directly attacked during the French and
Indian War, the garrison remained in place when the Treaty of Paris of 1763 ended the conflict. To maintain an English
and Colonial presence on the river, some soldiers stayed on-post until 1767. In 1769, Howard bought the fort and about
900 acres surrounding it for about 270 British pounds.
Fort Western’s second military exercise, of a sort, came in the fall of 1775, the first year of the American Revolution.
The expedition led by Benedict Arnold in his ill-fated attempt to capture the British fortress at Quebec spent a week or
so at the post in late September. Arnold and other officers, including the infamous future U.S. Vice President Aaron Burr,
were guests of the Howards in the fort’s quarters while the remainder of the force took a break and prepared for their
march up the Kennebec River and down the Chaudière River in what is now Quebec province, an arduous and intrepid
venture that ultimately ended in failure.
During its short stay at Fort Western, the Arnold expedition engendered a major crime as well. According to a
document produced by the Gannett Publishing Company in 1922, one of Arnold’s soldiers, Reuben Bishop, was shot and
killed by a colleague, James McCormick. The incident occurred while the two, and allegedly a number of others, were
drinking alcohol in their quarters. McCormick was sentenced to death but that fate was reversed and he was sent to a
military jail in Boston, where he ultimately died of natural causes.
After the revolution, Howard, along with his sons Samuel and William, controlled the property. A commercial firm,
S&W Howard, was established, and that company became a major factor in the shipping and distribution of goods and
products into and out of the developing Augusta area. William Howard lived in the fort until his death in 1810. After
that, the main building gradually receded into tenement-type housing. As the city website states, “At that time, it was
surrounded by several decrepit buildings that eventually became a refuge for the illegal sale of liquor. The neighborhood
became an unsavory menace to the city.”
Fortunately, that would change. The several business and manufacturing enterprises that developed in the area vanished by
the 1980s, and their buildings were demolished. The city then was able to recreate the fort’s appearance of the late 18th century.
Today America’s oldest surviving wooden fort is a tourist destination and an educational resource, staffed by docents
and helpers. It regularly hosts visiting school groups from around the state.
Details of the upcoming events and festivities are expected to be announced as the centennial celebration approaches.
The museum is scheduled to be open from June to November. More information is available on the city’s website and at
the fort itself at 16 Cony Street, Augusta, ME, 04330. The phone number is (207) 626-2385.
— by Bob Bennett
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Off the Shelf – Treasures Re-discovered

magine the delight of finding something you never knew you
had! That’s been my experience at KHS over the past few days.
While some of our hearty volunteers (and Executive Director
Scott Wood) have been busy reorganizing the manuscript section
of the archive, Scott showed me a collection of late 18th-century
papers relating to Winslow. They number 40 and deal with many
aspects of town and county government. What a treat to actually
see and touch (carefully) these important documents!
Points to keep in mind:
1) What looks like a fancy “f ” is actually an “s.”
2) Everything in this collection pre-dates Maine statehood,
and Kennebec County was not created until 1799.
3) Winslow actually included Waterville and parts of Albion
and China. Much like Augusta, it was split by the Kennebec River
prior to the establishment of Waterville in 1802.
4) Maine was controlled by Massachusetts, and Massachusetts
was a subject of England, and hence King George III.
The earliest item is dated 1769. It lists settlers at that time living
on land granted to Plymouth Colony Gov. William Bradford and
five others. Most papers concern taxation of real and personal
property; the valuation for August 1779 is a booklet sewn together One of the discovered documents is this 1779 assessment
of taxes on inhabitants’ real and personal estates in the
that details the holdings of each adult male, including his farm town of Winslow.
animals. Did you ever wonder what the total town tax was for
KHS collection
Winslow in 1775? Well, it was 17 pounds, 13 shillings and 2 “pence
farthing.” Someone more math-oriented could have some fun figuring out just how much that would be in today’s currency.
There are several official returns for representatives to Congress, dated 1790, 1792, 1797, and 1802. The one for 1797
is signed by Samuel Adams. There’s a list of nonvoters for June 1786. Another highlight is a printed copy of the resolve
dividing Massachusetts into eight districts (1788). The collection includes some town meeting warrants and one set of
minutes for May 10, 1798.
If you want to see a copy of the act separating Waterville from Winslow in 1802, it’s here. A financial settlement
between the two followed on April 1, 1805.
Of particular interest is a list of men who were living in Winslow “uninvited.” The constable, Nathaniel Low, was to
take action and ask them to “... departe the limits thairof with their Children and others under their Care if such they have
within fifteen days ...” (November 3, 1792). A colleague suggested that perhaps they had not paid their taxes, but some of
the 16 had; Ralph Doyal even owned 2 acres. These men were all designated as laborer or “yeman” (I believe the latter term
would be “yeoman” in today’s English), defined as an independent or freeholding farmer. This makes sense, considering
the time and primary occupation needed for survival.
If anyone has any ideas as to why these folks would be asked to leave town, I’d love to hear them!
We are very grateful for this interesting and valuable donation, made to us on July 31, 1896, nearly back when we were
known as the Kennebec Antiquarian and Historical Society, by J. (Josiah) Colby Bassett. He was a lawyer and brother to
Norman Leslie Bassett, lawyer and judge of Augusta. (We have four of his diaries in our collection: those for 1914, 1916,
1919, and 1923.) The donor’s letter says: “… (F)eeling that such historical data should be carefully preserved and yet be
easily accessible to students of Kennebec history I send you herewith the papers in question, hoping that your society will
kindly assume the duty of holding them in trust for the benefit of those whom it may concern.” He also tells us that these
papers were originally in the possession of Winslow’s first town clerk, Ezekiel Pattee, Esq. He ends by saying, “Sincerely
hoping that something of use may be derived from these relics, I am, Yours very respectfully, J. Colby Bassett” (signed).
So do we, Mr. Bassett, so do we!
Until next time!
— Emily A. Schroeder, KHS archivist
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Fuller Statue Removed in Accordance with County Decision

elville has migrated.
The statue depicting America’s eighth Supreme Court
chief justice, Augusta native Melville Weston Fuller, was
removed at 10 a.m. February 13 from the Kennebec County Courthouse
lawn in Augusta, according to County Administrator Scott Ferguson.
Fuller (1833-1910), who was admitted to the bar in the same
courthouse before moving to Illinois, voted with the 7-1 Supreme
Court majority in 1896 to uphold a Louisiana law mandating
segregation of whites and blacks in public transportation. That case,
Plessey v. Ferguson, enshrined racial segregation for nearly six decades
in all public services in states that adopted such laws, until the court
reversed that ruling in its 1954 Brown v. Board of Education ruling.
Former local attorney Robert G. Fuller Jr., who now lives in
Maryland, commissioned the statue to honor Melville Fuller, his This statue depicting U.S. Supreme Court Chief
collateral ancestor, and donated it to the county. It was placed on a Justice Melville Weston Fuller, an Augusta native,
was on the Kennebec County Courthouse lawn
plinth on the courthouse lawn on State Street in 2013 without incident. on State Street in Augusta for nine years until its
In 2020, however, the statue of a seated Fuller became a lightning rod removal on February 13.
of controversy. With anti-racism protests burgeoning throughout the
Photo by Joseph Owen
United States, members of the Supreme Judicial Court of Maine asked
the county commissioners to remove the statue because they didn’t wish to be associated with Fuller, whose legacy they
considered to be linked inextricably with the Plessey v. Ferguson case.
After receiving public comments that overwhelmingly called for the statue to go, the three commissioners voted
unanimously on February 16, 2021, to remove it. Shortly after that, Robert Fuller offered to pay $1 to take it back and
also pay for its removal, asking that the county give him a year to sort out the details. The county agreed.
In April that year, Fuller bought a 1.06-acre lot on the northeast corner of State and Winthrop streets, directly
across Winthrop Street from the courthouse, according to the Kennebec Journal. He later filed documents with the
city’s planning bureau outlining a proposal to establish a Maine Judicial Heritage Society Memorial Museum there. The
plan includes a statue, although it does not specify what
statue would go there.
Several people turned up February 8 at an Augusta
Planning Board meeting on the subject and spent more
than an hour criticizing the project, the Kennebec
Journal reported, and 30 more sent similar sentiments
in written comments. After that, the board voted to
postpone consideration of the project application.
Ferguson said the county received no advance
notice that the statue would be moved. Its much heavier
plinth – a stone block on which the statue was mounted
– remained on the lawn in mid-February. Ferguson said
he doesn’t know when that will be taken away.
Robert Fuller, in a letter published February 16 in
the Kennebec Journal, said he thought some criticisms
expressed at the Planning Board meeting and in the
Snow covers a lot where the Kennebec Valley YMCA once stood for
newspaper “would encourage vandalism,” so he arranged
nearly a century at the intersection of Winthrop and State streets in
Augusta. After Kennebec County commissioners voted to remove a
to have the statue removed quickly and placed in storage
controversial statue of U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice Melville W.
without making any prior announcement.
Fuller from the front lawn of the county courthouse, across the street
The county has not considered replacing the Melville
in the background, the statue’s donor has proposed to build a judicial
Fuller statue with anything else, Ferguson said.
heritage museum on the vacant lot and to install a statue there.
— by Joseph Owen
Photo by Nikko Noble
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Dissolved Heritage Group’s Final Act Buttresses KHS Stability

T

he Kennebec Historical Society received a check for
$21,621.23 on January 4 from the Augusta-based,
now-defunct Friends for a Heritage Center at Mill
Park, hand-delivered by Mary Michaud, the group’s treasurer.
The money’s arrival helped spur the KHS board of
directors to authorize, at its February 10 meeting, the
establishment of an endowment fund with an initial
investment of $100,000.
The Friends check represented all the remaining
assets of that group, a registered nonprofit organized
more than a decade ago. Its unattained primary goal was
converting a former textile mill building in Augusta into
a museum honoring the thousands of French Canadians
immigrants and their descendants who worked at the mill This two-story brick structure standing in Augusta’s Mill Park is
and other local enterprises.
the only building remaining from the Edwards mill, which once
The two-story, 60-by-30-foot brick building in occupied a large area on the Kennebec River’s west bank at the foot
question once housed electrical transformers owned by the of the Sand Hill neighborhood. A nonprofit group called Friends for
a Heritage Center at Mill Park tried for about a decade to turn into a
Bates Manufacturing Company’s Edwards Division. It is the Franco-American cultural center.
only Edwards mill structure standing after a massive fire
Photo by Nikko Noble
destroyed most of the complex in 1989 and its hydroelectric
dam was removed from the adjacent Kennebec River in 1999. The city acquired the property after the fire and established
a pétanque court, a dog park, a shelter for a warm-weather farmer’s market, and an ice-skating rink on the riverfront site.
Over its years of activity, the Friends amassed artifacts, recorded video of interviews with 84 former factory workers,
and held some fundraising activities, accumulating enough money to commission a study by the Auburn-based Harriman
architectural firm of options for the transformer building, said Jan Michaud, the group’s longtime president. However,
the Friends never solved the riddle of how to finance the bulk of the museum project. City officials liked the proposal but
wouldn’t provide the funding.
“It was like a $2 million price tag, and we had no money in the city coffers for that,” said KHS member Patrick Paradis,
a former Augusta city councilor who also was a member of the Friends group.
Also, the city issued a request for proposals from private developers, but nobody stepped forward to take it on,
according to Matt Nazar, Augusta’s director of developmental services.
Augusta resident Maurice Pelletier, a Friends board member throughout its existence, said that lack of response
doomed the project. “Finally after 10 years, I said to Jan, ‘It’s not going to happen,’” he said.
The project suffered further from the long-term illness and death in 2019 of one of its key backers, Jan Michaud’s
husband of 52 years, Victor. The Michauds lived for decades in a Blueberry Hill Lane home that Victor Michaud and his
brothers had designed and built. Jan Michaud sold it last year and moved to a condominium in Southwest Harbor so she
could be close to her son.
“It was extremely difficult for me, living in my big house last winter,” she said in mid-February in a telephone interview.
When the Friends group became incorporated as a nonprofit in February 2010, it designated KHS as the recipient of
its assets if the group ever were to go out of existence. Accordingly, last fall Michaud – by then also stepping down as a
member of the KHS board of directors – delivered the Friends’ artifacts and recordings to KHS, where some of them have
been on display in recent months. The entire donation now awaits cataloging for inclusion in the society’s archive.
Then in January, the treasurer delivered the aforementioned check.
Meanwhile, visions of the mill building’s future have evolved. Local developers Tobias Parkhurst and James Bass,
already partners in the development of two downtown restaurants, proposed last summer to buy the building from the
city and about 1.1 to 1.2 acres of the park for $1 and establish a wine and tapas bar there, Nazar said. The entrepreneurs
told the Kennebec Journal at the time they expect their project would cost $750,000 to $1.5 million. The City Council still
is considering the proposal, but Nazar said it appears to be moving forward.
Continued on page 11
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KHS Mourns Longtime Key Member Phyllis vonHerrlich

hyllis Herrick vonHerrlich, 76, who played a key role in restoring and updating the Kennebec
Historical Society’s Augusta headquarters building, died December 25 in a Waterville nursing home.
VonHerrlich, a Harmony native and longtime Augusta resident, had been a KHS member
for more than 20 years. She was a former KHS board of directors member, grant writer, and part
of a volunteer committee that archived and cataloged about 8,700 Kennebec Journal articles and
photographs; and she took part in many other activities at the society.
After the society took possession of the Henry Weld Fuller Jr. House in 2007, vonHerrlich stepped
up to the challenging leadership role of chairing the Building and Grounds Committee. Her background
in historical research and architectural preservation was key in restoration of the first floor of the new
headquarters, according to former KHS President Ernie Plummer. VonHerrlich sought the opinions
of a number of members that led to the decisions to paint the three front rooms with Victorian-era colors. She was
instrumental in identifying craftspeople to restore the rooms to their mid-19th-century appearance. She then identified
grant sources for the work and helped supervise its execution.
She continued in that role in executing many restorative and modernization projects over the next decade, such
as rewiring the house and installing new window treatments inside and outside. The latter work included identifying
appropriate shutters that returned the house to its early appearance, getting funding for their purchase and supervising
their installation. While attending to those tasks, she also regularly performed routine cataloging of the KHS collection
and took a particular interest in a group of artifacts associated with early Augusta aviator Vida Grant.
Aside from KHS, vonHerrlich, a self-described “late bloomer,” worked many years for the University of Southern
Maine’s Muskie School of Public Service, was a member of the Augusta Historic Preservation Commission, and in 2010
earned a Master of Arts Degree in liberal studies from the University of Maine, with an emphasis on Maine studies. She
also organized the 43-site Women’s History Trail of Augusta in 2001 as part of her work toward a bachelor’s degree.When
interviewed in 2011, after she already had expended more than a decade of effort for KHS, vohHerrlich said, “I’m retired. I
have time. History is my thing. … It just seemed to be a logical thing to become more involved with the society.”
Her survivors include two children and two grandchildren, all of whom live in New York.
Barbara F. Carney, 94, a former Kennebec Historical Society member, died February 8 in Portland. An Augusta native who
lived most recently in the Portland area, she is survived by a daughter, a stepson, and several nieces, nephews, and cousins.
Donna R. Doore, 69, of Augusta, a Kennebec Historical Society member since 2010 and a member of the society’s board
of directors since last August, died January 31 in Portland after a long battle with cancer. She also was serving her fourth
term in the Maine House of Representatives. After growing up in South China and graduating from Erskine Academy
in 1970, she worked for the state of Maine most of her career. She had been a three-term Augusta Board of Education
member and a three-term Augusta City Council member. Her survivors include her husband, KHS member Thomas F.
Doore; two children; and two grandchildren.
Leroy Fogg Hussey, 97, a Kennebec Historical Society life member since 1998, died January 2 in Augusta. A lifelong Augusta
resident who summered at Ocean Point, he was a 1943 Cony High School graduate who earned a Bachelor of Science degree
from Boston University. He took part in the U.S. Army’s Normandy invasion in June 1944 and the Battle of the Bulge in
Belgium. He became president and CEO of the family business, Hussey Hardware, on Bangor Street, working there until
his retirement in 1992. He also held leadership or board positions in the Kora Shrine, the Augusta Jaycees, the Augusta
Merchants Association, the Augusta YMCA, and other organizations. His late wife, Marian Littlefield, also was a KHS life
member. His survivors include two children, eight grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.
William H. Tozier, 94, of Hallowell, a Kennebec Historical Society member for 12 years, died December 27 at Hillside
Terrace in Hallowell. He was a Unity native, salutatorian of his Coburn Classical Institute graduating class, and an alumnus
of Bentley College and the University of Maine, at Orono. He served in the Army in the 1950s in Georgia and Germany,
then worked for 38 years as an accountant for the Central Maine Power Company. Genealogy was among his favorite
pastimes. His survivors include three children, three grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.
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Thoughts on the “Antiquarian Notebook”
Editor’s note: In 1997, KHS member and local historian Anthony Douin began writing “Antiquarian
Notebook,” a historical column for the Capital Weekly newspaper that ran for 12 years. Life member
and Kennebec Current contributor Sally Furber Nelson has catalogued those articles. This is the
second part of a summary of Douin’s columns about local veterans who served in wars from the
Revolutionary War to World War I. The first part was published in the September-October 2021 issue
of the Kennebec Current. The third installment is expected to appear later this year.

A

ugusta became a center of military activity during the Civil
War. Both Capitol Park and the Kennebec Arsenal were turned
into training camps. Old Winthrop Hall was transformed into
a makeshift hospital for wounded veterans. In 1864, Cony Hospital,
named for Gov. Samuel Cony, was built at Camp Keyes and remained
open until November 1865. Local soldiers Pvt. Alban Clough and Pvt.
James H. Quimby were among the first to be treated there.
The Third Maine Infantry was raised in the Kennebec Valley
with enlistees from Bath, Gardiner, Hallowell, Skowhegan, Winthrop,
Augusta, and Waterville. Oliver Otis Howard, of Leeds, was the first
commander, followed by Henry G. Staples, of Augusta, then Moses
Lakeman. Elijah Horn was killed at Fredericksburg and Albert Frost,
of Winthrop, was killed at Gettysburg. George F. Grover, of West
Gardiner, was wounded at the Second Battle of Bull Run; and Alfred P.
Larrabee, of Bath, died of fever.
One hundred twenty-two local soldiers participated in the Battle
of Gettysburg. Six were killed in action, sixteen were wounded, and
three were taken prisoner. Those who were killed included Albert N.
Williams, Asa C. Rowe, George Fellows, Calvin H. Burdin, and George
W. Andrews. Those wounded included Orrin P. Smart, James Welch,
Fredrick Gannett, Greenlief Stevens, and John F. Chase.
Augusta native Brevet Maj. Gen. Seth Williams played a key role in
Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee’s surrender. The son of Judge Daniel
Brevet Maj. Gen. Seth Williams was present at
and Mary (Sawtelle) Williams,
Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee’s surrender at
he graduated from West Point
Appomattox Court House in 1865.
in 1842 and served with Maj.
KHS collection
Gen. Zachary Taylor in the
Mexican War. He also served at West Point under Lee and was inspector general
to Gen. Ulysses S. Grant. In that capacity, he brought the flag of truce to Lee to
ask for his surrender. He was present at Appomattox Court House and it is said
that Lee shook his hand.
Meanwhile, back in Augusta, the Soldier’s Aid Society, led by Hannah B.
Fuller, daughter of Eben and niece of former U.S. Sen. Reuel Williams, supported
the war effort. Abby Burton and Mrs. Henry W. Brown led a group which met
every Wednesday afternoon to sew articles for wounded soldiers: cotton and
flannel shirts, drawers, hats, and handkerchiefs. The society also raised over
$10,000 for essential hospital supplies.
In the winter of 1865, President Abraham Lincoln signed the bill “to
establish a national asylum for disabled volunteer soldiers.” In 1866 the U.S.
government purchased Beal House at Togus Spring, which became the first
military asylum in the nation. It later was renamed a soldiers’ home, and 1,700
Cony Hospital was named for Gov. Samuel
veterans were living there by 1888.
— Sally Furber Nelson, KHS contributing editor

Cony, shown in this carte-de-visite.

KHS collection
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March Program Not on Calendar Yet

he Kennebec Historical Society had not scheduled a March lecture by the time this issue of the Kennebec Current
went to press. If a March speaker becomes available, the society will send email alerts to members whose email
addresses it has on file, an announcement will be sent to the Kennebec Journal and the Morning Sentinel, and
notification will appear on the society’s website and on its Facebook page. The presentation would occur by Facebook Live
videoconference. Anyone with questions is invited to call the KHS office at 622-7718.

April: “Maine Burning: The Ku Klux Klan Invasion”

N

inety-nine years ago an astonishing sight occurred in Maine. Some 15,000 people
from throughout the state gathered for the Ku Klux Klan’s first annual conference
and set crosses on fire that lit the night sky in the woods outside Waterville. It was
a rude awakening showing that life would not be the same for Maine’s Jews, Catholics, and
immigrants — those whom the Klan targeted here.
KKK klaverns at the time included 350 members in Augusta, 2,000 in the LewistonAuburn area, 1,000 in both in Bangor and on Mount Desert island, and a whopping 4,000
in Portland. The Klan’s impact was felt from the State House, where KKK members briefly
reigned, to the deep forests, where French-Canadian woodsmen met opposition. The
Kennebec Historical Society’s April lecture is the story of the swift flash-and-burn of this
dangerous group in Maine in the 1920s.
The KHS speaker for the evening, Mark Alan Leslie, is a longtime journalist and winner
of six national magazine writing awards. He has written 13 books, including four historical
novels, five modern-day action/adventures, two golf books, a devotional, and a Christian
self-help book. His historical novel The Crossing describes the Ku Klux Klan’s success in
Cover photo courtesy of
Maine in the 1920s and how it tore at the fabric of one town in particular.
Mark Alan Leslie
This Kennebec Historical Society lecture is free to the public (donations gladly accepted).
The presentation will take place at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 20, at Hope Baptist Church, located at 726 Western Avenue
in Manchester. Questions about the program may be directed to Scott Wood, executive director, at 622-7718.

175-Year-Old Relic
This map in the Kennebec HIstorical Society
archive dates from the Mexican War, in particular
the Battle of Buena Vista, which took place
February 22-23, 1847. George F. Evans, of
Gardiner, a West Point graduate, was promoted
to first lieutenant for his service on the 23rd.
2nd Lieutenant Edward Fletcher, formerly of
Augusta and with the 2nd Illinois Infantry, was
killed in action. The society hopes to restore this
map in the near future in honor of all those from
Kennebec County who fought in this war.
KHS collection
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Around Kennebec County

he Kennebec Current is publishing the following to provide members with contact information for some of our
local historical organizations. If you are affiliated with any of these organizations and have any information to add,
please contact Executive Director Scott Wood at 622-7718.

Albion
Albion Historical Society
Address: P.O. Box 68, Albion, ME 04910
Contact: Philip Dow at (207) 437-4682
Meetings are held the third Monday of each month at the Albion Public Library.

Mount Vernon/Vienna
Vienna Historical Society
Address: 1958 North Road, Mount Vernon, ME 04352
www.viennahistoricalsociety.com
Contact: Carole O’Connell at (207) 293-4815

Belgrade
Belgrade Historical Society
Address: 990 Augusta Road, Belgrade, ME 04917
Contact: Dianne Dowd at (617) 548-3569
belgradehistoricalsociety@gmail.com
Meetings are held 6-8 p.m. the second Monday of each month at the
Belgrade Town Office.

Pittston
Pittston Literary & Historical Society
Address: Colburn School, Arnold Road, Pittston, ME 04345
Contact: Dan Warren at (207) 458-7179
Call Dan or email at dwarren1775@gmail.com for further information

China
Town of China Historical Society & Museum
Address: Town Hall, 571 Lakeview Drive, South China, ME 04358
Contact: (207) 445-2014 for access
Clinton
Clinton Historical Society
Address: P.O. Box 201, Clinton, ME 04901
Contact: Buddy Frost at (207) 426-2651
Gardiner
Gardiner Public Library – Community Archives Room
Address: 152 Water Street, Gardiner, ME 04345
Contact: Dawn Thistle at (207) 582-6890
The Community Archives Room houses an outstanding collection of
genealogical resources, as well as state, county, and local histories, which
document the Kennebec Valley region in which Gardiner is centered.
Hallowell
Row House, Inc.
Address: P.O. Box 3, Hallowell, ME 04347
www.rowhouseinc.org
Contact: Bob McIntire at (207) 592-4718
Row House works to support maintaining and accessing Hallowell
collections held by the Hubbard Free Library, the Hallowell Fire
Department (city of Hallowell), and individuals.
Litchfield
Historical Society of Litchfield
Address: 2400 Hallowell Road, Litchfield, ME 04350
Contact: historicalsocietylitchfieldme@gmail.com
The historical society business meetings are held at 7:15 p.m. the third
Monday of every month at the Hiram Shorey Research Center in the
basement of the Town Office. The public is welcome.
Manchester
Manchester Historical Society
Address: P.O. Box 121, Manchester, ME 04351
Contact: Valerie Dawes at (207) 213-4603
meflorist@roadrunner.com
Monmouth
Monmouth Historical Society & Museum
Address: 751 Main Street, Monmouth, ME 04259
Phone: (207) 933-2287 (leave message)

Readfield
Readfield Historical Society and Museum
Address: 759 Main Street, Readfield, ME 04355
www.readfieldhistorical.org
Contact: Robert Harris at (207) 377-2299
Collections include historical and genealogical material and documents
relating to the people of the town, old settlers to current. The society has
historical documents relating to churches, schools, roads, voting, the poor
farm, and other town business.
Sidney
Sidney Historical Society
Address: 2986 Middle Road, Sidney, ME 04330
www.sidneyhistoricalsociety.org
Contact: Cliff Young at admin@sidneyhistoricalsociety.org
Vassalboro
Vassalboro Historical Society
Address: 327 Main Street, East Vassalboro, ME 04935
www.vhsme.org
Contact: Jan Clowes at (207) 660-2854
Open by appointment only.
Waterville
Waterville Historical Society & Redington Museum
Address: 62 Silver Street, Waterville, ME 04901
www.redingtonmuseum.org
Contact: (207) 872-9439
Society housed in a National Register of Historic Places home built in
1814, containing 18th- and 19th-century furniture and a late-19th-century
apothecary.
Wayne
Wayne Historical Society
Address: P.O. Box 243, Wayne, ME 04264
Contact: (207) 685-4983, ext. 2
Co-presidents Cathy Cook and Doug Farris
West Gardiner
West Gardiner Historical Society
Address: 314 Spears Corner Road, West Gardiner, ME 04345
Contact: Deb Couture at (207) 582-3897
Society meets usually at 7 p.m. from April to August on the third
Wednesday of each month at the Auxiliary Hall.

Continued on page 11

January–February 2022

Continued from page 10

Page 11

Around Kennebec County

Windsor
Windsor Historical Society
Address: Windsor Fairgrounds, Windsor, ME 04358
Contact: Bob Brann at (207) 485-7271
Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the second Wednesday of April through
November. All are welcome to attend in the Malta Room on the fairgrounds.
Winslow
Winslow Historical Preservation Committee
Address: c/o Winslow Public Library
136 Halifax Street, Winslow, ME 04901
Contact: Tom McCowan at winslowhistory@gmail.com

D

Winthrop
Winthrop Maine Historical Society
Address: Winthrop Town Hall, Winthrop, ME 04364
Contact: Linda Pratt at (207) 377-8748
A large display case shown in town clerk’s waiting room and another one
in Dave’s Appliance Store, at 59 Central Street, contain general artifacts
of the Winthrop area and historical photos. The late Roland LaVallee,
a former town photographer, donated more than 2,500 photos and
negatives, to which the society has access and uses to make make town
calendars, etc.

So You Think You Know KHS?

o you really know what the Kennebec Historical Society is all about? Clearly you know about the bimonthly
newsletter, since you are reading it; but did you know the society also collects documents, photographs,
manuscripts, books, maps, and scrapbooks related to all Kennebec County communities and stores all this history
in a state-of-the-art, climate-controlled archive?
You probably also know that KHS is primarily a volunteer-run organization, with only one full-time employee. But
did you know its clientele includes the residents and former residents of Kennebec County’s 30 municipalities who are
interested in local or Maine history, people researching the history of their homes or families, and students doing research
for high school or college assignments? Volunteers at the society answer many requests from all over the United States for
genealogical and historical information. KHS even has answered a research request from England!
Most know about the in-person and online free monthly historical lectures in Augusta and nearby communities. But
did you know that the society is governed by a board of directors that includes 14 directors, who also contribute their
valuable time on various standing committees? There are about eight standing committees and a handful of ad-hoc
committees that meet at least once between board meetings to offer their advice and make recommendations to the
board. These suggestions help shape and govern how KHS is run. Standing committees concentrate on topics including
buildings and grounds, finance, membership, development, personnel, collections, and programs. Ad-hoc committees
include those working on the newsletter, technology, publicity, and carriage house expansion.
The Kennebec Historical Society is always looking for those who are willing to give their time and share their expertise.
The society encourages anyone interested in learning more about what KHS is all about to stop by, have a cup of coffee,
get a brief tour of the building, and chat about the available volunteer opportunities.

Continued from page 6

Heritage Group Buttresses KHS Stability

“That’s so good. I’m so excited about that,” Jan Michaud said of the developers’ plan. Pelletier agreed. “We’re happy
about it,” he said.
Michaud said her group’s years of effort were not in vain. The recorded interviews of people who worked at the
Edwards mill; the Joseph Kirschner Company and Lipman Poultry, both on Riverside Drive; the Taylor Shoe factory; and
the east-side paper mill known as Statler Tissue and a succession of other names can provide valuable building blocks for
future historical researchers, she said.
She also hopes that some other means will be found to commemorate the Franco-Americans whose labor formed the
backbone of Augusta’s long-vanished local manufacturing economy.
— by Joseph Owen
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